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F. Godet, J. Bovon, M. Millioud, and P. Chapuis. A wide acquaintance 
is evinced, not only with the primary sources, but with the large maga- 
zine literature. The main purport of the central contention may be 
summed up by saying that it is another evidence of the growing per- 
ception that evolution has been adopted with too little inquiry. What 
warrant have we for transferring a purely biological theory to other 
spheres, without alteration of method and application ? Are the pre- 
suppositions it involves apposite in a region so contrasted as that of 
religion ? Professor Frommel places his finger upon some of the 
resultant dangers, and sounds a clear note of warning. — R. M.Wenley. 

Six lecons sur les Evangiles. Par AbM Pierre Batiffol. 3 e edition. 
(Paris : Victor Lecoffre, 1898 ; pp. 133 ; fr. 1.50.) These six lectures 
upon the origin of the gospels were delivered before young women 
admitted for the first time to the Catholic Institut of Paris. This 
institution, which represents the liberalism of the Catholics of France, 
has recently made what seems in France a great innovation ; that is, it 
has admitted women to higher studies. After opposing the secondary 
education of women, the liberal Catholics, realizing the value of what 
it has done, have, at last, taken up a policy worthy of them. The open- 
ing of the Institut to women is a first step in the new direction, and the 
book before us is a sample of the teaching they receive. These six lec- 
tures are an introduction to a course in church history. The author 
deals with the conditions amid which the Christian Scriptures, and espe- 
cially the gospels, came into existence, and the place which they filled in 
the early church. The lecturer says that he believes in plenary inspira- 
tion, but he discusses his theme with real independence. The field 
that he presents to us has been thoroughly worked by Protestants, and 
with greater ability and freedom ; yet there is something fresh and 
interesting in his way of presenting his theme. The author is a man 
of learning and of faith. Let a large number of French young women 
read such healthy books, from the Roman Catholic point of view, and 
the religion of the future women of France will be of a higher order. — 
J. C. Bracq. 

La mort et la resurrection de Jisus- Christ. Par Edmond Stapfer, 
professeur a la faculte de th£ologie protestante de l'Universite' de 
Paris. (Paris: Fischbacher, 1898; pp. 352 ; fr. 3.50.) An attempt has 
been made by our author to interpret the thought of Jesus during the 
last six months of his life from a standpoint which presents a conflict 
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between a growing expectation of death and a hope to escape it. 
Behind these lay a profound faith in the immediate coming of God's 
kingdom and of his own coming as its king. 

These furnish the key to Jesus' conduct through the scenes which 
culminated in his death. He went up to Jerusalem to overcome his 
foes or to die. He spoke the parousia discourse in the hope of his 
triumph. He made his triumphal entrance into Jerusalem to win the 
people to his support. His failure doomed him to death, and he felt 
it ; still, through the last days, the last supper, the Gethsemane scene, 
the trial, and close up to the end, he hoped and planned to escape 
death and win his triumph. 

An exegesis like this makes many and wide departures from the usual 
view of Jesus' thought. His idea of God's kingdom lacks most of the 
spiritual aspects which the gospels present. He fails to comprehend 
the moral temper of his countrymen, and is constantly deluded as to 
the outcome of his own work. 

Naturally the resurrection has no place in Jesus' thought ; so our 
author treats it only as an appendix. One wonders why he treats it at 
all. It certainly breaks the unity of the book ; and one could almost 
wish he had omitted its discussion as he beats the air through the two 
concluding chapters. 

His criticism leaves the reader frequently in the dark. The portrait 
which the fourth gospel draws of Jesus he declares to be substantially 
correct; yet its fundamental lines surely make his main positions 
impossible. He pronounces in favor of the genuineness of the 
parousia discourse, even in its most external sense; but he does not 
deal with the many passages which present a contradictory view of the 
kingdom. 

One rises from the reading with the feeling that our author has 
missed what was central in Jesus' character and in his idea of his mis- 
sion. — G. M. Harmon. 

In his Geschichte der kleinasiatischen Galater bis zur Errichtung 
der romischen Provinz Asia, a dissertation for the doctor's degree 
(Basel : Druckerei der Allgem. schweizer. Zeitung, 1897 ; pp. 104, 8vo ; 
M. 1.50), Felix Stahelin gives us the results of a fresh investigation of 
the history of the Gauls in Asia Minor from 281-133 -B. C., with 
abundant references to the original sources of information, inscrip- 
tional and other. Concerning the later period of Galatian history, in 
which the New Testament scholar would be especially interested, he 



